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anuary 1h’ , 2018 started like any
day for South Sioux City Middle
school teacher Jon Pickenpaugh. But in an
instant, everything changed.

day’ i in his classroom.

“He’s one of my more interactive teachers.
He talks to us a lot and jokes around with
us. He's fun. He's not boring,” says eighth
grader Kyla Ott.
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that resonates w1th students.

“Ireally try
torelate to
my students.
I think of the
teachers |
had when 1
was younger
and what I
liked and
didn't like
and then I try to incorporate the likes into
my classroom. As an educator you need to
have a relationship with your students
first and foremost. If you don't have that,
and go in as an authoritarian figure, they
will look at you and not respect you that
much. But if they do respect you through
the relationship, they will work harder.”

Pickenpaugh's simple strategy works and
makes a big difference according to his
students.

“He makes class fun. It goes by way quicker
and we listen more in his class,” says
Aubree Banbarcum.

“People look forward to going to his
classroom. I hear seventh graders say they
want Pickenpaugh,” says Marcela Gonzalez.

”My
classroom is
awarm and

inviting pm
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Do you have a story to share? Contact David Jespersen at david.jesper sen@nebraska.gov



https://www.education.ne.gov/press_release/interactive-learning-lifts-students-earns-teacher-jon-pickinpaugh-25000-milken-educator-award/
http://www.milkeneducatorawards.org/educators/view/jon-pickinpaugh
https://youtu.be/KBEPw816Vok
mailto:david.jespersen@nebraska.gov

